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Purpose of Inspection:

The inspection began with an overview presentation of Reilly's operations by Mr.
Wadsworth. The presentation was followed with a short question and answer session regarding the

plant operations, Bonneville raceway, and proposed salt replacement project. Some of the issues

discussed are listed in the following paragraphs.

Plant operations have a new structure with the dryer and compactor tower combined.
Reilly's collection system moves brine from the leases north of I-80 and mixed lands to
the south I-80. WeIIs sunk into the (shallow/middle/deep) aquifer are used to supply
brackish water. Only one deep well (#16) currently functioning, others are shut in.
Approximately < l% of product coming from deep brines. Reilly uses a "seal ditch"
designfor channels along the perimeter of the collection areas. The "seal ditch" is an

excavated trench which canies a more concentrated brine. The high specific gravity
of the brine acts as a seal preventing brine from escaping from the collection pond
areas. h takes approximntely I 1/2 years for the water/salts to pass through the

entire evaporation and milling process. Reilly utilizes 7(?) draglines to constantly
maintain the network of canals/ditches/dikes. The ditches fill-in or clog-off within a
years time. The ditches would completely fill in approximately 10 years time
depending on the location and water conditions.

Site Inspection. Reilly Wendover. Bonnevile Plant. M/045/002. Tooele Countv. Utah

February 27, 1995
10:15 - 14:00
Overcast, cool
Glenn Wadsworth - Reilly Wendover; Alan Rabinoff, Stan Perkes - BLM
State Office; Deane Zeller, Phil Allard - BLM Salt Lake District; Wally
Gwynn, Mike Lowe - Utah Geological Survey; Kathleen Clarke - Department
of Natural Resources; Lowell Braxton, Wayne Hedberg, Tony Gallegos -
DOGM

Multi-Agency site inspection to better understand issues associated with salt
replacement proposal currently being evaluated.
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The proposed salt replacement project would involve (1) ripping and subsequent

flooding Reilly's old (N North?) salt ponds with brackish water supplied by wells
down 200 feet to the medium(?) aquifer located north of I-80; pumping this water
north of I-80 and allowing this water to flood the Bonneville Raceway area. This
pumping would only take place during the months when the raceway area is inundated
due to natural conditions. It is hoped that winds from the west-southwest would help
disperse the salt brines over the raceway area. Prior to pumping, a ditch to direct the
brines to the north would need to be constructed and the old Salduro dike system
would need to be repaired. It is unlcnown whether this wind dispersal system would
work. It is unknown if this flooding would prevent the raceway areafrom drying out
sufficiently to allow for racing. Under ideal conditions, an estimate of 0.4 inches of
salt per year would be layed down. It is unknown how long this replacement project
would last.

After the Q&A session, we drove out to view the salt pond proposed for flooding
(Pond IV N). We also visited the transfer station near this pond. A main collection ditch in this area
has been lined with HPDE plastic. We returned the Reilly representatives to the plant site. We then
visited one of Reilly's shallow aquifer(?) well locations north of I-80 before breaking for lunch. We
then drove towards the Bonneville Raceway to the end of the paved road. The raceway area was
presently under six inches or more of water. Deane Zeller explained the raceway requirements and
practices for establishing speed records. In general, racers desire 10 miles of raceway. Last year,
they were only able to use 8 miles due to softness or thinning of the salt. The racers prepare the
raceway course by repeatedly dragging a press over the course to make a smooth packed surface. We
then left the raceway area and returned to Salt Lake City.

The inspection did not lead to any direct conclusions, however, the BLM intended to
discuss the reclamation requirements for state leases with the School Institutional Trust Lands
Administration. The BLM will be revising/adjusting their leases with Reilly, and as a consequence of
this adjustment, they will also be adjusting the reclamation surety. The Division is also re-evaluating
the existing reclamation cost estimate.

Glenn Wadsworth, Reilly Wendover
Alan Rabinoff. BLM State Office
Deane Zeller, BLM Salt Lake District
Lowell Braxton. DOGM
Minerals Staff, route
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